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- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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earned patent term adjustment. See37 CFR 1.704(b}. 

Status 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Status of Claims 

1 . Claims 1-20 is cancelled and claims 21-38 are added per the preliminary 
amendment filed on May 31, 2005. Claims 21-38 are pending in this application. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 
35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

2. Claims 21-38 . are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the method of 
generating an identifier, receiving the identifier and obtaining information regarding the 
identifier fails to produce useful, concrete and tangible result. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 21. 26. 27. 32 and 33. 38 . are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second 

paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the 

subject matter which applicant regards as the invention. Specifically it is not clear what 

the Invention does after obtaining the infomnation regarding the financial instrument 

(claims 21, 27 and 33). The claim phrase "meta-data" is not clear (claims 26, 32 and 38) 
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and there is no antecedent basis for the claim phrase "meta-data" as claimed (claims 
26, 32 and 38). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
fomi the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 21-38 . are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Walker et al U.S. Patent Application Publication No. 2006/0218097 A1. 

As per claims 21. 27 and 33 . Walker et al discloses a method of conducting a 
financial transaction, comprising: 

generating an identifier for a financial instrument, the identifier identifying the 
financial instrument without disclosing information regarding the financial instrument (fig. 
3B; ...device generates single credit card numbers...); 

receiving the identifier responsive to an initiation of the financial transaction (fig. 
3B; ...cardholder transmits single use number to merchant...); and 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/635,755 Page 4 

Art Unit: 3621 

obtaining the information regarding the financial instrument based on the 
received identifier (fig. 3B; merchant provides credit card processor with single use 
credit card number...; fig. 5; ...information regarding the credit card...). 

As per claims 22. 28 and 34 . Walker et al further discloses the method, further 

comprising: 

receiving a description of the financial transaction (fig. 3A; goods/services; 0009 
...transaction information...; 0022; ...transaction specific data...); and 

conducting the financial transaction using the infomiation regarding the financial 
instrument (fig. 3A; ...authorization...; 3B; transaction authorization...). 

As per claims 23. 29 and 35 . Walker et al further discloses the method, further 
comprising: 

generating, in response to obtaining the information regarding the financial 
instrument, a second identifier for the financial instrument to replace the previously- 
generated identifier, the second identifier different from the previously generated 
identifier and identifying the financial instrument without disclosing information regarding 
the financial instrument (fig. 6 and 8; 0062; 0063; 0064; 0091; ...different nonce...). 



As per claim 24. 30. and 36 . Walker et al further discloses the method, further 
comprising: 
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executing a process having an execution patli (fig. 3B; ...authentication path...); 

and 

detemiining from the execution path whether the process has access rights to 
the information regarding the financial instrument (fig. 3B; ...is access granted...). 

As per claim 25. 31 and 37 . Walker et al further discloses the method, wherein 
determining whether the process has access rights comprises: 

establishing a resource allocation table, the table having entries having execution 
paths and specifying access rights of processes having the execution paths (figs. 3B 
and 13); 

examining the entries of the resource allocation table to locate an entry having an 
execution path matching the execution path of the process (see fig. 9A; does number 
represent a valid account...; fig. 13, ...used or not used...); and 

detemiining from the matching entry whether the process has access rights to 
the information regarding the financial instrument (0066; if the match, then the credit 
card number is considered valid othenA/ise the transaction is aborted...). 

As per claim 6. 32 and 38 . Walker et al further discloses the method, wherein 
the entries of the resource allocation table uses meta-symbols to define execution 
paths, further comprising: 

substituting the meta-data in the execution paths with data defined responsive to 
the process (0057; 0059; 0091). 
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Conclusion 



5. Examiner's Note: Examiner has cited particular columns and line numbers in 
the references as applied to the claims below for the convenience of the applicant. 
Although the specified citations are representative of the teachings in the art ad are 
applied to the specific limitations within the individual claim, other passages and figures 
may apply as well. It is respectfully requested that the applicant, in preparing the 
responses, fully consider the references in entirety as potentially teaching all or part of 
the claimed invention, as well as the context of the passage as taught by the prior art or 
disclosed by the examiner. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Charles C. Agwumezie whose number is (571) 272- 
6838. The examiner can nomially be reached on Monday - Friday 8:00 am - 5:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew Fischer can be reached on (571) 272 - 6779. 

Infomiation regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.qov . Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO 
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Customer Service Representative or access to the automated infomiation system, call 
800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




Charlie Lion Agwumezle 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 3621 
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September 12, 2007 
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